California Foster Youth Education Task Force
In-Person Meeting

WestEd, Sacramento Office
May 14, 2012
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM
See highlighted membership list for participants. 
I. Introduction
Members in attendance we asked to introduce themselves and share something exciting taking place within their organization.

Betsy: digital stories and healing

Karie: multi-agency collaboration (CW, FYS, Education, non profits)

Linda: increasing collaboration, namely with courts

Ursula: comprehensive school assistance, family engagement

Jackie Wong: 

Michelle: SD ed summit

Jesse: state of Indiana statewide program for foster youth ed, modeled on FYS

Gloria: May 31st FYS awards to highlight activities throughout the year

Kaye: Fresno FYS, CWDA participation

Kim: recognizing 24 students for high GPA

Jordan: Look Report in time for the Summit

Joy: Center for College Readiness serving 100 former youth this semester, 90%persistence rate

Danielle: AB 114 work at the Alliance, CMHACY

Crystal: CAPP

Stuart: county human services participation

Danny Morris: Madera dep director, 14/20 in college prep courses grades 6-8, executive team monitoring every youth’s education

Phone:

Karen GK: Ombudsman, general energy toward ed in foster youth

Sasha: Alliance for Childrens Rights, new referral forms and training DCFS offices for regional center access for 0-5s

Margaret: retired, preK

Katie Brown: transition age projects, work at childrens court

Patrick: pilot program to magnet schools

Leecia: Alameda county training CASA’s to be ed rights holders

Dan: collab b/t social services and education, “Youth Radio”

II. Updates

*Add Fact Sheets, BRC in the updates


Higher Ed: At the post secondary level, gridlock and lack of classes making it difficult for seniors who may have a high number of units to graduate. It’s also creating older students.

Gloria shared that Guardian Scholars have enrolled 50 students in SF. They have formed a group on their own to mentor the new scholars.

Jordan shared that the FY Smart-tool is done with the betatesting. Their first webinar training is next week. Any post sec institution can flag their FY with the tool. It will be rolled out statewide in June.

National: 
Upcoming summit sponsored by HHS on psychotropic meds and foster children.
HHS grant on ed stability. A group of grantees were awarded last year and will be convening in June to share info. Jesse will be facilitating and can bring back one pagers on each project this summer.

Budget: FYS preserved entirely. losses for higher ed. 

Leg:
Text below is taken from SDCOE’s “SUMMARIES OF PENDING CALIFORNIA LEGISLATION IMPACTING STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE.” 

AB 1729: Pupil Rights: Suspension Or Expulsion, Ammiano

SUMMARY:  Authorizes superintendents/ principals to use age-appropriate alternatives to suspension or expulsion addressing the root causes of the pupil’s specific misbehavior. In the case of exceptional needs students, the bill would require an IEP team to hold a meeting within 3 days to discuss behavior of the student and determine if a functional behavioral assessment and behavioral intervention plan are needed.   Additionally, the bill provides that an individual with exceptional needs is not subject to suspension (except as specified), expulsion, or other behavioral interventions, but instead will receive an assessment identifying behavioral needs, proposed behavioral goals to address the needs, and appropriate related services. Amends 48900 and 48900.5 of the Education Code.
AB 2145: School Discipline: Ensuring Appropriate Data Reporting On School Discipline at the State Level, Alejo and Dickinson

SUMMARY: Amends the Education Code to provide annual public reporting using CDE’s existing web-based data system of suspension, long-term suspension, expulsion, and Student Attendance Review Board data cross tabulated and disaggregated by race, ethnicity, English Language Learners, special education status, socioeconomic status, and gender and offense. It also amends the Education Code to include disaggregated discipline data, to the extent available, in the existing Annual Dropout Report, which already includes reporting on numbers of suspensions and expulsions.  Last, it amends the Education Code to transfer data reporting on School Attendance Review Board referrals to the CDE.  Amends Sections 48070.6, 48273, 48900.8, 48916.1, and adds section 48916.2 to the Education Code.
SB 1088: Pupils: Readmission, Price

SUMMARY: 
This bill would prohibit a public school from denying enrollment or readmission to a pupil solely on the basis that he or she has had contact with the juvenile justice system. It would also ensure that expelled students are given more than one opportunity to demonstrate that they have completed their rehabilitation plans, so that they can be readmitted to a regular school. This measure clarifies existing law and seeks to give probation officers, parents, and advocates a specific tool to use when enrolling these youth back into regular comprehensive schools. This measure will also help reduce both the drop out and recidivism rates for one of California’s most “at risk” student groups. Amends Education Code 48645.5 and 48916.
SB 1235: Reducing Excessive Student Suspensions, Steinberg and Price

SUMMARY: 
This bill requires schools with high rates of suspension to adopt evidence-based, school-wide behavioral strategies aimed at reducing behaviors that lead to suspension. Under existing law, schools that suspend 30% or more of their students (4% to 5% of all schools fall into this category) are asked merely to consider taking one of several possible corrective steps.  The bill would also do the following: requires schools to employ an effective school-wide strategy when their suspension rate reaches a certain threshold;

· reduces the threshold that triggers the behavioral intervention requirement from 30% to 25% initially and incrementally to 15% by the 2018-19 school year; 

· applies if there are high suspension rates for any numerically significant racial or ethnic subgroup, in order to address the disproportionate impact of suspension; and 

· specifies that schools provide evidence-based schoolwide preventative measures. 

Schools with high suspension rates will report on which corrective strategies they implement and on the rate of reduction in suspension rates. This bill also requires the State Superintendent, using data already collected by the state, to publish an annual list of schools with high suspension rates. Amends 48911.2 of the Education Code.

Information Sharing: 
Federated Access and Security Protocols Project: Data elements and who should have access to them. The AOC, Foster Ed and CDE are addressing the issue of where we should be 5 years from now in data sharing in CA. What data should be shared and who should be able to see it? Contact Jesse for more information on the project. 

BRC: Chris briefly mentioned that the BRC had data sharing recommendations. The foundation of the discussions was the statewide case management systems. The redesign ended the SCMS.The BRC had a meeting where the chief justice spoke about the March Ed Summit focused on school discipline and truancy- keeping kids in school and out of court. 

Fact Sheets: Fact Sheets are a tremendous resource. There is missing legislation from last year, and we should probably consider updating them this fall once new legislation passe. We will revisit this issue in October 2012after the Summit.
III. Infrastructure

The Co-Investment Partnership has realigned their structure and will no longer have standing staff as of June 30th. 

There is a proposal to see if one of the FYS Programs can allot some money through a contract with  CFPIC for 10 hours of Mia’s time per week. If anyone has any additional ideas on how to sustain Mia’s work or to provide a support position for the CAFYETF, please let us know by emailing Mia or any of the Chairs.
Discussion occurred about how to garner foundation or other support on an on-going basis.    A committee will be formed for fund development to address on-going support: Susanna, Stuart, Crystal, Danny, Betsy, and Jesse volunteered to form this committee. Email Mia if you’d like to join and we can begin discussions in June. 

Jordan mentioned looking into 501 (c) 6- membership non profits.
Foster Ed Connect:

Last Summit allowed folks to download all Summit resources on the site. To do it this year would take additional time and money. If this is a priority, we can locate a DRUPAL developer/coder to make the site changes. 

Stuart suggested asking Barry Johnson about their web developer, and looking into adding this as a Summit cost that can be built into the registration. 

IV. Foster Youth and Charter Schools
Gina Plate gave a 30 minute presentation on charter schools and SELPAs. She will send to Mia for distribution to the FYETF.

V. Ed Summit

Summit coordination team: this group meets once a month to keep the group organized. The Doubletree contract has been signed and a logo has been developed. 

Save the Date edits- FYS not FYS coordinators, add educators, bold day two, add social workers, remove COE, First 5, Postsecondary, 5th Summit, information lower case, add California to the FYETF, add wraparound, add CFYETF logo, say school stability not 490.
Stuart will get edits to Cathy to send out when she returns from vacation on 5/21.

Save the Date distribution through last year’s registration list and to the Task Force. Please send to all your list serves!

Team organization: teams need to be inclusive. We should suggest how to create teams and who to include but also allow freedom. Include lists of teams on a site?

Speakers, Presentations:

Outreach was made to Karen Bass, who cannot attend. Speakers chosen will depend on Special Topics and a theme.

3 long term topics: early ed, higher ed, mental health

“topical” topics: school discipline, school of origin, ed advocacy

Margaret Jones suggested Jeff Sprage for a mental health themed speaker.

Jesse suggested that the chief justice discuss school discipline.

The topic of equity will tie the Summit sessions and speakers together. Members reminded the group to really be clear about what we mean about “equity” so they can answer questions and provide clear direction to speakers and to people interested in attending the Summit.

Please email Jackie and Kim any suggestions you have.

Workshop/Speedsharing: Day 1, Option 2 and Day 2, Option ???, maybe a late lunch? Leadership will determine.

Special Topics:

See whitepaper template. The topic groups are working on briefs that discuss their focus issues, what they have been doing and what the remaining challenges are. Each group is structuring their 2 hours differently.

Ed Advocacy: Looking at best practices and county processes for determining ed rights holders. Developing a pool of rights holders (like CASAs) and recruiting, training and supervising rights holders. 

School Stability: Looking at the findings from the survey sent out to the FYETF. If you are interested in helping this group analyze data please let Mia know. Keith, Jackie and Sandie volunteered.

School Discipline: Legislation is moving forward. They are revising a survey to the FY liaisons to capture best practices.

Mental Health: coordinated systems for trauma informed care is a focus along with AB114
Postsecondary Ed: Focusing on two areas- what data is telling us and best practices on transition. Attending to the freedom institutions have in defining foster youth. There may be a need for standardizing the term, or highlighting the need to standardize it. 

Jesse suggested that spending time on a five year policy strategy would be helpful.

Youth Engagement: Presenters should be matched with youth, youth lunch- time for youth to share thoughts and give direction to teams. A projected number of youth will help to further the planning.

Karen Grace Kaho mentioned that she has new student assistants available to help. She will join the youth engagement group to help with outreach.

Ambassadors would likely come the night before (15 to 20) and meet. All foster youth dinner after first day is planned, with lunch on day two. 

Betsy mentioned that some youth may want more time with adult team members at the end of the session days. 

The group agrees that more youth should be involved in the TF. We will add this as an agenda item for June. 

VI. Next Steps and Close

Youth outreach for CFYETF, Financial Committee update.
We will continue to move things forward and keep the TF updated. The next conference call takes place on June 11th from 3-5p.

